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Hey! Were you 

able to spot my 

nest? 



In loving memory of Prof. Dan Gerling – Collector-Curator-Naturalist

Dedication 



Where we do what we do ?

Israel’s Negev and Judean Deserts during 2021–22. 
11 field sites in total  



We look for water holes 

Gev Amin, Negev Desert of Israel 



In case, you wonder what a water hole is ….

Chlorion sp.

Eumeninae  

Bucanetes githagineus

Vespa sp.

Emberiza hortulana

Delta dimidiatipenne 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/72572
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/9196


What we do ?

Delta dimidiatipenne normally build nests under 
rock ledges and in concealed rock surfaces 

We opened the cells by carefully 
dampening them with water and 

open using forceps and collecting 
all the parasitoids within 



What is waiting for us when we break open the nest

Miltogramminae

Copidosoma primulum infested 
caterpillars and an
D.dimidiatipenne 

Netelia fuscicornis 

Emerged fly pupal cases 



Recorded   Parasitoids 

Netelia fuscicornis
Barylypa rufa 
Ophion similis
Cotesia vanessae
Microplistis sp. 
Schoenlandella deserta
Chelonus sp. 
Rogas sp. 
Phanerotoma sp. 
Copidosoma primulum  
 

Tachindae

Monodontomerus sp

Miltogramminae

Melittobia acasta
Stilbum sp.

Gess & Gess 2014; Gonzalez et al., 2004; Grissell, 2007; Segoli et al., 2020; van Achterberg, 1990 

Parasitoids of prey caterpillar Parasitoids of ptter wasp larva



´ Future research based on host-parasitoid rearing can shed more

light on factors causing different parasitoid species’ emergence

failure, their developmental nutritional requirements, and their

ability to break open the nest successfully.

Future Thrust 

Thank You 


